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Namm 1 The Spanish Civil War (1936-39) lends itself to analysis using the theories of Clausewitz and Sun Tzu. It featured intense passion, military deception, and served as a chessboard for European politics immediately prior to World War II. The character of the war was at once civil, international, and ideological, and its conduct included a preview of technological advances the world would not fully comprehend until several years later. Although the Spanish Civil War is little covered in American classrooms, its carnage rivals that of the U.S. Civil War: 500,000 deaths, of which 300,000 were civilians.
Strategic Context
The fall of the Spanish monarchy under King Alfonso VIII was caused by popular disenchantment. Two million agricultural workers in Spain toiled on others' turf, with 50,000 gentry owning half of the land. 1 The result was poverty on a scale not seen in The USSR provided aid to the Republicans in the form of more than 1,000 aircraft and the pilots to fly them, but Soviet expertise was not as advanced as that of Germany.
More importantly, Soviet involvement helped to scare the United Kingdom and France, Namm 4 already fearful of conflict with powerful Germany, away from involvement in the war.
Neither country wanted to fight alongside the USSR at a time when the communist threat to western democracies seemed credible.
When the Spanish Civil War began, the UK and France, anxious to prevent a general European conflict, proposed a non-intervention pact, which was signed in August 1936 by 27 nations. (The signatories included Italy, Germany, and the USSR, all of which failed to keep their promises.) Although the U.S. was not a signatory to the nonintervention pact, President Roosevelt --under pressure from American Catholics --banned the export of arms to Spain in 1937. 6 The lack of assistance from the three preeminent democracies helped to ensure the Republicans' defeat. Julio Alvarez de
Vayo, Republican Spain's last foreign minister, commented, "No one should be able to deny that the collapse of the Spanish Republic was due to non-intervention." Lord Strabogli of England perceived the Spanish Republicans to be a bulwark against fascism and declared the UK's lack of involvement in the war as "malevolent neutrality." While passion worked to unify the political (rational) objectives of various rightwing factions over the course of the war, the Republicans suffered from entropy.
Republican conscription and the re-introduction of ranks and insignia alienated the Popular Front's base. 9 Moderate elements of the Popular Front stressed the war effort, while more radical factions wanted to make revolution before concentrating on the fight Namm 6 against the Nationalists. Soviet intervention intensified these internal divisions. 10 Indeed, one historian surmised that, if the Republics had won the war, a power struggle between communists and anarchists would have ensued, perhaps even another civil war.
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Meanwhile, the Nationalists, rallying behind Franco and the glory of Spain, had a clear political goal and were unified in achieving this end via military means.
Regarding the final element of Clausewitz's trinity, chance, the axis powers' entry into the war tipped the balance of power in favor of the Nationalists. Although the USSR came to the aid of the Republicans, they were no match for the more skilled Nationalists, who had German might and superior technology on their side.
Clausewitz would also say Franco had a coup d'oeil that helped win the war for the Nationalists. Franco was both a military and political leader and so there was no inconsistency between these two critical elements. Franco also understood that headquarters was discovered and revealed that he had asked the German Condor Legion to carry out the attack. 12 Perhaps the most heinous deceit came at the conclusion of the war, when some Catholic priests questioned Republican prisoners about their wartime activities during confession and then passed the responses to military tribunals.
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The Republicans also employed deceptive tactics with help from the USSR. In addition to regular troops, Stalin sent Soviet advisers to train partisan guerrillas to make bombs and grenades, set ambushes, and carry out raids. 14 Several years later, the Soviets would make use of guerilla tactics developed during the Spanish Civil War in their defense of the USSR against the Nazis.
With regard to Sun Tzu's five fundamental factors of war, the Nationalists had a marked advantage. The Nationalist crusade to stop what they perceived as Spain's slide into an abyss of political and moral depravity gave its supporters superior moral influence, which Sun Tzu described as "that which causes the people to be in harmony only fair game but also strategic objectives. The brutal air bombing gave credence to Giulio Douhet's theory of using such tactics to break the will of the enemy.
The consequences for each side also helped determine the outcome of the war. For the Republicans, the lack of a clear end state meant the Spanish polity became unwilling to risk blood and treasure as the war dragged on and the Nationalists gained the advantage. A weak Republican strategic concept was defeated by a Nationalist side that Namm 10
viewed the war as a mortal struggle for the very existence of Spain. As the war dragged on and the Republicans became increasingly fractured, it gave the Nationalists greater resolve to impose their desired political end state on the country. Nature abhors a vacuum, and so did Franco.
Epilogue
The Nationalist victory was decisive and lasted for thirty-six years. Fascist
Germany and Italy were defeated only six years after the conclusion of the Spanish Civil
War, leading to a democratic Western Europe under the protection of the United States.
Franco allied himself with the U.S. in the face of the Soviet threat and allowed U.S. 
